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The present invention relates to a cooling tower support grid fo; supporting 
; splash bars i 
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1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A cooling tower support grid, comprising: 

a lattice frame having a first series of bars which intersect a second series 
of bars to form a plurality of openings; 

splash bar retaining clips integrally formed as part of the lattice frame 
extending in opposed relation into each of the openings two laterally adjace nt openings 
: :>f the lattice frame: and 

each of the retaining clips having a resilient finger angled ucwardlv and 
erminating in a downwardly bent portion . ^ 

2. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Clairr 1 f wherein 
he first series of bars are in parallel spaced relation and the second series of bars are 
n parallel spaced relation. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claiir 1, wherein 
he clips have a lower retainer. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Clairr 3, wherein 
he lower retainer is a lip. 

5. (CANCELED) 

6. (CANCELED) 

7. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 1 , wherein 
«;:ach of the clips extends from one of the first series of bars above and immediately 
; .djacent to one of the second series of bars. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 1, wherein 
n upper peripheral edge of the lattice frame has an integrally formed hook whereby the 

lattice frame is suspended. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A cooling tower support grid, comprising: 

a lattice frame having a first series of parallel bars which ntersect a 
second series of parallel bars to form a plurality of openings; 

splash bar retaining clips integrally formed as part of the lattice frame 
e extending in opposed relation into each of th e op e nings t wo laterally adiacerit openings 
c? fthe lattice frame , each of the clips extending from one of the first series of bars above o- 
s ?nd immediately adjacent to one of the second series of bars, each of the c ips having 
lower retainer lip and a resilient finger which is angled upwardly and terminates in a 
ctswnwardly bent portion. 



an omxwfm 

-3- 

Received from < 603 624 9229 > at 7/10/03 3:28:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



07/10/2003 15:26 FAX 603 



9229 DAVIS & BUJOLD, PLLC^^ ®005 



09/902,090 

10. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Clainr 9, wherein 
in upper peripheral edge of the lattice frame has an integrally formed hook whereby the 
^attice frame is suspended. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Clairr 9, wherein 
i lower peripheral edge of the lattice frame has depending tabs with openings whereby 
/he lattice frame is secured in position by extending fasteners through the* openings. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Clairr 9, wherein 
he lattice frame is combined with a plurality of cooling tower splash bars, 9ach of the 
splash bars comprising: 

an elongate channel-form body having a first end, a seconded, and a 
Plurality of flow-through apertures; 

the downwardly bent portion of the resilient finger engaging one of the 
-Plurality of flow-through apertures. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 12, wherein 
ie body has a first longitudinal edge and a second longitudinal edge, b<>th the first 
ongitudinal edge and the second longitudinal edge having outwardly protruding 
engagement lips. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 3, wherein 
ie engagement lips are positioned between opposed ones of the lower retainer lips 
ind the one of the second series of bars immediately adjacent to the clips 

15. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 2„ wherein 
ine body is a "C" channel. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim ■ 2, wherein 
me first end of each body has male members and the second end of eac i body has 
vsmale members adapted to receive in mating relation the male members whereby 
several of the bodies can be joined in end to end relation. 

1 7. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim ■ 6, wherein 
uach of the male members terminates in an engagement member and each of the 
1 smale members terminates in a locking recess adapted to receive the engagement 
member, whereby each of the male members remain engaged with he female 
members until sufficient force is applied to cause the engagement member to be 
i Pleased from the locking recess. 
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18. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 13, wherein 
several male members are positioned along the first longitudinal edge cind several 
emale receptacles are positioned along the second longitudinal edge, whnreby a pair 
>f bodies can be secured in face to face relation by inserting the male members of each 
of the pair of bodies into the female receptacles of the other of the pair of bodies, 

19. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 9, wherein 
he lattice frame is combined with a plurality of cooling tower spfash bars, sach of the 
plash bars comprising: 

an elongate "C M channel body having a first end, a second end, a first 
ongitudinal edge, a second longitudinal edge and a plurality of flow-through apertures, 
»oth the first longitudinal edge and the second longitudinal edge havinc outwardly 
iirotruding engagement lips; 

the engagement lips being positioned between opposed ones of the lower 
hetainer lips and the one of the second series of bars immediately adjacent ; o the clips, 
with the downwardly bent portion of each of the resilient fingers engaging one of the 
p lurality of flow-through apertures. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 9, wherein 
1 ie lattice frame is combined with a plurality of cooling tower splash bars, oach of the 
: r plash bars comprising: 

an elongate "C" channel body having a first end, a second 2nd, a first 
longitudinal edge, a second longrtudinal edge and a plurality of flow-through apertures, 
several male members being positioned along the first longitudinal edge £ nd several 
temale members being positioned along the second longitudinal edge; 

a pair of bodies secured in face to face relation by insertin j the male 
members of each of the pair of bodies into the female receptacles of the other of the 
\m\r of bodies, the downwardly bent portion of each of the resilient fingers engaging one 
c f the plurality of flow-through apertures to hold the pair of bodies in position. 

21. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 19, wherein 
t*ie first end of each body has male members and the second end of each body has 
fsmale members adapted to receive in mating relation the male members whereby 
several of the bodies can be joined in end to end relation. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim i 1, wherein 
eiach of the male members terminates in an engagement member and each of the 
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remale members terminates in a locking recess adapted to receive the engagement 
member, whereby each of the male members remain engaged with the female 
nembers until sufficient force is applied to cause the engagement menber to be 
Released from the locking recess. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 16, wherein 
he body has a first longitudinal edge and a second longitudinal edge and there are 
hree male members: a first male member protruding from the first longitudinal edge, 
;i second male member protruding from the second longitudinal edge and ;i third male 
nember positioned intermediate the first male member and the second mae member, 

24. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim :>3, wherein 
isach of the male members terminates in an engagement member and nach of the 
^male members terminates in a locking recess adapted to receive the engagement 
nember, whereby each of the male members remain engaged with tie female 
nembers until sufficient force is applied to cause the engagement member to be 

i sleased from the locking recess. 
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